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* Jo To the Reverend i 
Aernoꝶ CHARLETT 
D. D. 
; Maſter of Univerſiy-College | 
IN OXFOR D. 
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| Reyerend 8 1 

| . E following Diſcourſe ( whhd 
Was preach d when 105 ld 


* the Vice-Chancellour's Chair ) 


bad beer Publ upor Tour fir} Re- 


aue, had I not. been conſcious of its 


aa imperfettions; which deterr d me 
Lom vent at abroad. But ſince 
Tour freſb NN to me have ex- 
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torted a Compliance, and fore d me into 

the Preſs, I cannot think of a better Ex-| © 

pedtent io eaſe my ſelf of all Congern for | 

its Reception in Publick, than to lay it 

j 201th all its Faults at Your Door; and 
ſo to derive That Cenſure upon Tou, 
which. T ſhould e haue Fallen 
under my wy. I att | 
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Univerſity of O XFO R D, 


SERMON 


Preach d before the 


| 7 


An & Marrs . 2 711. 2 


— * 


Ged, who hath alſo given us bu 


2: 


they were dictated and deliver by the S 


yet by conſideri 
greater Light wi 
This, than the other Writings of the New Teſtament. To 
all which therefore I ſhall mdifferently extend the Aſſer- 
tion of my Text: And in ſhewing how applicable it is to 


them, I ſhall obſerve the * Method. I lhe - 
deayour a + - 
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« Theft 1V. 8, 


. her that defÞiſeth, TY bit 
' efore iſ 2 Gi. Man, 


HIS Paſſage of St. Paul manifeſtly 
lame Submiſſion and Regard to his Precepts as to 
the Immediate Command of God: And that, becauſe 
uggeſtion and Im- 
ul of the Holy Spirit. Now alcho the Words of = 


Text do ſtrictly —.— to the Contents of one ſingle Epiſtle; 
the Nature and Import of them, 21 d 4:13 


appear neceſſary to the Compolſyre 
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A, 


| Exod. 33, yet converſe with God face to face, as a Man ſpeaks to bis + 


nb. 2.2. by Angels had been too ffecfaſ to give way: Ne Autho- 


op | A Sermon preach d before 
_ SECONDLY, to ſpecify the Meaſure and Degree of 


® this Divine Light, which was afforded to the Au- 
thors of them. ba tt 


My Account of which will, I hope, make the force of 
St Paus Admonition in the Text appear; together with; 
the extream Danger and Guilt of the Crime hich He 
Wein 7/7 CE 


My FIRST Undertaking is, to ſhew in General 
that the Books of the New T e/tament were compos'd by 
Inſpintd em. aui 
he Belief of which will appear very reaſonable, if we 
Firft Conſider what Illuminations were vouchſaf d to the I 
Pen · men of the Old Teſtament. + + — : 

perfect of whoſe In- 


If the Jewiſh Lawgiver 7 moſt of wt 
ſtitutions, compar'd to thoſe of Chriſt, deſerve no greater 
Gal. 4.9. Character than that of weak and beggarly Elements) did 


„ Hiend; if the Prophets ( whoſe higheſt Employnicut ith 
m_—_— 7 foretell the Times of. the Golpel;,gadta;p epare i; 
2 Pet. i. au. Men for its Reception ) , ſpake as they were movd by the 

Hog g it is highly improbable, chat this Divine Per- 

ſon ſhould not . Himſelf in the compiling of the 

New Teſtament, who had been ſo far concern d in the 

ure of Writings far leſs important, and of ſuch, 

whoſe greateſt Perfection was Their very Subſerviency to 

It. For it is againſt all Deccram, that the Goſpel, which 

Heb, 8.6, is founded wpon better promiſes, and is of far more Ge 
neral,Benefat and Obligation, than the Jewiſh Revelation, ez. 

— ſhould come recommended to us with fewer and leſs evi: 
dent Tokens of its Divino. 

Chhriſtianity was by its Entrance into the World to dif} 
77 7 Judaiſm; to which yet, had ordinary Doctors and 

Hiſtorians been the only Introducers of it, the Law given 


- rity being capable to repeal, which is Inferior to that, 
Vxnich firſteſſabliſhd iim. 
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. the 'Univerſuy of Oxford; c. 
It is indeed objected, That the Apoſtles diſclaim the 
x Title of Inſpir'd Pen-men and all Pretences to that 8 
ee of || zie which' mor'd and direfted the Prophets of Old; 
Au- ¶ cauſe They do not introduce their Narrations in the Pro- 
phetick Stile with a 7 bus ſaith the Lord, or the like. But 
£ this only ſhews, that the Illumination of the Apoſtles was 
wc not dion ud like That of the Jewiſh Prophets: That 
Wun it was not in Them by ſudden Strictures, and tranſient Re- 
l He preſentations. * — but by a Conſtant Reſidence and t + NT 
lan Habitual Abode. 
Twas highly requiſite in Thoſe , whoſe Jofp piration 
onſiſted in an interrupted Impulſes, (v = 
Te el af Gol ane ſw Them, and breath 
Sew Warmth and Vigour thes! 4 all the Powers of * 165 
Souls) to aſcribe what wu deliver'd to a Particular Sug+ 
zeſtion: To do which had been equally impertinent in 
Them whoſe Inſpiration was a Standing , z Uniform Prin 
iple ; whom the Spirit did not viſit at ſundry Times and 
arvers Places, but ( thear Maſter un ee 
th them for ever. 
*And as the Inſpiration uf the A poſtles in their Compo- 
ſures may. be inferr'd from That — d to other W rirers 4 
ar leſs Grriceable to Religion and the Church: So my it 4 
Secondly,,; from that »Afdiſtance afforded the Apoſtles | - A 
emſelves in matters far lefs 1 important, than the wriging _ 
he New Teſtament. 1A tute 
Since an extraordinary AlliGance of the Holy Choſt ac- 
ompany d them in their Preaching; ſince their Apologies 
fore Heathen and Jewiſh. rates were (in Conſe- 
i by 2 a rex —_ © — to them 22 
in Y Spirit , whereby yet added to * 
| wb ſome few of their Hearers (the moſt beneficial * 
ect 3 was, to make the Goſpel an Oral Ciblals 
1550 certainly they werte under the ſame Infallible Di- 
ion, whilſt communicating the Faith to all Nations 
= Ag, and That 1 in a wore Jung, more TuſtruRive * © £1.08 
nner, ... Lait 4. 1-8 of * 1 
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| If the Bleſſed Spirit vouchſaf'd to preſide over the 

| Apoſtles whilſt aſſembled in Council at feruſalen; when 
| Þnly One Queſtion was under their Debate; and warranted 
| A 15.28. them thus to uſher in the Deciſion of it, It hath ſcem 

| good to the Holy Ghoft and to Us ; it can't be ſuppos d, that 
| 


the ſame Spirit forſook them when compiling a ſtanding 
Rule of Faith and Manners for all Chriſtians, Which was 
for ever to determine all Religious Differences. 


— — x" — — U U 
* T 11 


| / 

| Eph. . 12. The Reaſon why Chriſt gave any ſupernataral C. 

i | unto Men was the Edifying of his Body the Church. To 
| | ſuppoſe then that they were witheld by Him, when they 

| 

| 


| would molt have promoted this End, and that He liberally 
f imparted them, when they were leſs conducing to it, is 2 
14 moſt abſurd Scheme of his Proceedings, diſagreeable to 

| | | Reaſon, and much more to the Waſdom of the Donor. / 
1 . . Third, Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſions of Education ut- 
terly diſabled the Apoſtles to learn the Goſpel by their 
| Converſation and Intercourſe with their Maſter in his life the 
11 time; on which alone, They who reject the Inſpiration ,Þ ma 
found the Authority of their Writings: ss. che 

The Apoſtles, whilſt yet Babes in Chrift, could not di- 
geſt ſome of the moſt neceſſary Truths-of Chriſtianity. 
Many Fundamental Articles of our Faith contradicted 
thoſe Principles, which They had been educated in a con- 
| | tant and zealous Profeſſion of; which the early Inſtru- 
I's Ction of Parents had endear d, and the Authority of Rab. 
. bies had made even ſacred to them. Twas therefore neceſ- 
| ſuary, that they ſhould be let into the Truth leiſurely, and 
| | as they were able to bear it. Had the whole Scheine © 
318 the Goſpel been diſplay d to their Underſtandings at one 
1 Vie, or not imparted to them by gentle and eaſie Steps; 
| RY 1 0 n | 
(| its manifold irreconcileable Oppoſition to thoſe Errors 
1 which they entertain d with the greateſt Reverence, woul 
ö 


have endanger d their Stedfaſtneſs, would have too muc 
exereis d their 'Fanth, 7 . 
| - Markg.ro.,, When our Saviour did but mention to them ſome con 
| Job. 16. 15. cerning Doctrines, the Confuſion and Amazement the) 
| Were under ſhew'd how unqualified they were yet to re 
ceive chem; How fatal to his Followen a full and oper 
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Ces the OUnierſity of Oxford, Sc. 
Propoſal of the Faith had been, before the Holy Ghoſt 
had made way for it's Admiflion. W 

With a Particular Reference to theſe Truths, and very, 
Applicably to our preſent Purpoſe, our Lord thus cloſcs 
one of his laſt Diſcourſes to his Diſciples ; 7 have yet many jobn 16. 
things to ſay unto yor, but ye cannot bear them now: How- 1,13. 
beit when He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He ſhall lead 

into all Truth. Than which Words, none can be 

conceiv'd a fuller Proof of the Apoſtle's Inſpiration ;* or 
more direct and home againſt the Hypotheſis of it's Ad- 
verfaries* Since in Them our Lord expreſsly referrs his Di- 
ſciples to the Holy Ghoſt, for a full Knowledge of the 
Goſpel: and difowns that He either had, or thro' Their 
Infirmity cou d impart it to them; when yet 254 Hour was 
now az hand, which would for ever cut off all familiar 
Commerce betwixt Him and Them. 

Fearthly, The Abſolute Infallibility, and conſequently 
the Tiifprration of the Apoſtles in publiſhing the Goſpel”, 
may be collected from that Miraculous Confirmation, which 
then conſtantly attended, when deliver'd by them. 
Simce the Holy Ghoſt always enabled them to confirm | 
their Meflage by Miracles even greater than thoſe of their 
Maſter (as he himſelf had foretoF'd;) had They been liable Ieh ,,,, 
to miftake in their Delivery of it, Error and Untruth | 
— have been recommended to our Aſſent by the At- 
teſtation of Heaven; aud the Teſtimony of thofe who 
were ſent would have even fabyerted the Authority of 


* 


Him that ſent them 
It is contrary to the Wiſdom of God, that the Power 
of Miracles (That fure Criterion, and, as it were, publick 
Voucher of the Truth of any Revelation it goes along 
with) ſhould be entruſted with thoſe who might igno- 
Py 16: Os might uſe it to confirm their inno- 
cent Miſtakes, or to warrant even their Groſſeſt Prejudices 
by Divine Authorkky. 5 125 * 2 4 * 9 44 12 ns 3 

Ts pretended indeed, hat tb Gift of Miracles is not 
neceſſarily accompany'd with Infalkbility : Becauſe ſo, 
the generairg of Chriſtians at the firſt Preaching of the Gt 
V Five Lenore of che Tadpiration of th en f- ag, bre 


e, 


Mark 16. el ( when, as our Lord promis'd, the moſt Rt 


9 — preach d before 


Signs followed ſuch as did believe) had been Infallible ; And 
becauſe it appears from & Paul's Epiſtles to the Church of 


t Cor. 1-5, Corinth, that it's members had very plentifully recetv & this 
Cor. paſſom. Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and yet needed of that Apoſtle far- 


ther Inſtruction to reſolve therr Doubts , and even ret 
their Errors. © | 

To this we reply, That altho' the Power of Miracles 
doth not argue the Perſons inveſted with it to be univer- 
ſally exempt from Error; tho all things pronounc'd by 
ſuch are not the infallible Deciſions of Him that gave 
them their Commiſſion: Yet are they privileg d from Miſ- 
take in delivering Thoſe Truths, which ſuch Miracles are 
wrought to confirm. So that ſhou'd God foreſee that his 
Embaſſadors to Mankind were about to miſrepreſent his 
Mind and Will; his Veracity obliges him, either imme- 
diately to enlighten and undecetve, or to reſume the great 
Credential he hath given them. And my preſent Argument 
doth not imply any greater Share eee bel this, 
to be inſeparable from the Gift of Miracles. It 


it, working with them, and confirming tbe Word with Signs 
following) they were abſolutely Infallible. And under this 
Limitation, we deny that any gifted Perſon in any part 
of the Primitive Church was liable to Error. * 
Since therefore it is moſt irrational to ſuppoſe, that the 
God of Truth ſhould ſolemnly ratify and authoriſe Er- 
ror; and in the ſame Degree abſurd , that the, Apoſtles 
ſhould deliver the Goſpel with any mixture of Untruth, 


- 


' ( whoſe Publication of it was attended and fayour'd with 
an 9 1 of Wonders, the moſt convincing Teſtimony 


olf God's Approbation ;) it unavoidably follows, that the 
ſame Power which thus enabled them to-confirm the Go- 
ah Lu them againſt all Error in delivering it; par- 
ticu 

the ſtanding Rule of Faith to the Chriſtian Church: Any 


miſtake in which had been of far worſe Conſequence to 
our Religion, than a much Greater in their Preaching, of 


any other Method of their publiſhing it. Zang, 


Na 
«4% 


only ſup- | 
ſes, that whillt the Apoſtles preach'd and wrote in pur- | 
uance of their Commiſſion (zhe Lord, as St Mark expreſſes | 


ly in the Compoſure of thoſe Writings, which are 


| the Uinverſity of Oxford, &c. 7 
Zaftly, the Infallibility and Inſpiration of the Apoſtles 
And I may 4 from rel expreſs — of our Sa- 
ch of viour. He promis d that the Spirit of Truth ſnould reach Job. 14 46. 
them all things; ſhould ad them into all Truth, all that Job. 16. 1j 
' far- they were ignorant of, and err them to know; 
chat the ſame Spirit of Truth ſhould abide with them for job. 4. 16. 
ever. Which words whoever have apply'd to themſelves, 
racles I have by virtue of them laid claim to Infallibility ; and 
unver- which are an undoubted Promiſe of Supernatural Afli- 
d by I ſtance to the Apoſtles in the Performance of their Fun- 
gave Aion; and which, ſince the principal Act of Their Mini- 
Miſ⸗ ſtry was their Compiling a Rule of Faith and Manners for 
Chriſtians, certainly receiv'd in It the moſt eminent Com- 
letion. | x 
at his , Which will farther appear, if we meaſure” the extent 
mme of theſe Promiſes with That which is the beſt Interpreter 
| of them, their Execution; and confider how the Pen-men 
of the New Teſtament aſcribe in ſuch a manner ſeveral 
Parts of it to Inſpiration, as implies that the Whole was 
ompos'd by the Impulſe, and under the Direction of the 
oly Gholl. BY 2 
For inſtance ; St Peter aſſerts, that St Paul wrote His » Per. 3. 15. 
piſtles not in the ſtrength of his Natural ſagacity, or of 
is Improvements at the Feet of Gamalieh, but according to 
he Wiſdom that was gi wrto him. And St Paul in his i Tim. 5. 
r{t Epiſtle to 77 1 having cited the 1 of St Luke, 1. 


\ 


Lukc 10 


inder the General Title of Scripture, in the ſecond affirms, 2 Tim. 3* 

hat A Scripture was given by Inſpiration. And our Ad- 6 

erſaries ſurely will not pretend that any greater Meaſure 

f this was necellary to Indite the Goſpel of St Lake, 

an the Narratives of the other Evangeliſts; or to com- 

oſe the Epiſtles of St Pan, than thoſe of his Fellow 

 poltles ; or that any foregoing Part of the New Teſta- 

nt requir'd a greater degree of Illumination in it's Com- 

are than the laſt Myſterious and entirely Prophetical 

art ot it. N 0, Ny 

Add to this, That ſince our Adverſaries profeſs * to be- 

ve the Truth of thoſe Writings, whoſe Inſpiration they 
| 5 Five Letters &c. pag. a8, 29, 109, 10. 

I "B 88 6 Diſallow; 


9 


— <— ——}__—_ 


and the Other of theſe 


ſpiration; I proceed in the 


+ Five Letters &e. pag. 219, 244, . Pag. 14 and 31, of Five Letters &c. 


diſallow ; it behoves them 10. conſider, that the ſame Fra- 
dition, both Written and Unwritten, which certifies them 
of the Former, is univerſal and expreſs in Favour of the 
Latter ; That as numerous Teſtimonies of thoſe Ages, I ©. 
which have handed down theſe Books to us, may be pro- 
duc'd to ſhew that the Holy Ghoſt was concern'd in their 
Compoſition, as to prove them compos'd by the reputed 
Authors of them. 45 e 
And ſince the immediate Diſciples of the Apoſtles were 
capable of learning from their Mouths, of committing to 
writing, and delivering to their Succelfors both the One 
8 with the fame Exactneſs; ¶ , 
we mult own, that the Authority of the Univerſal Church 
1s an equally competent proof of Both : And' therefore 
ſomething belides Reaſon and Argument occaſions theſe in 
Truths under the fame advantages of Propoſal, to be re- 5 
ceiv'd ſo differently by our Adverſaries; and makes them Wi 
hold faſt the t One upon the Credit of Catholick unerrin ply 
S yet reject the Other thus ſignally co: atteſte man 
it. A a 
gl thus in ſome meaſure ſhewn the Books of the I q 21 
New Tellament in General to have been compos'd by In- 


SECOND Place, To ſpecify the Proportion and De- N h. 
gree of that Divine Light, which was afforded to the ¶ duc 
Authors of them. 1 1 85 6 

Aud here the neceſſary Limits of this Diſcourſe will - F 
only at preſent allow me to conſider, with what Meaſure ¶ che 
of Divine Illumination the Hiſtories of the New Teſta- by 1 


ment were compos d; how far the Holy Ghoſt aſſiſted the 


Authors of them in recording what they had ſeen & heard. 

For ſay our Adverſaries,* Zo relate matters of Fact, ubich 
eHen, have ſeen and well obſerv d, requires no Inſpiration; 
That f 7s. @ ſuperfluous. (Miracle ta acquaint. them. in | 
ſupernataral way, with what the concurrent and moſt au- 


2 1 eStimony. of. their Senſes' bad already natiſꝶ d lo 


; | Now 


ment, it be enough to ſay , That God, when Propou 


| 7 0 ne e N Ws "eh FIN 
HFH, That the Holy Ghoſt did not ſo far diſcouver to 


the Univerſity of Oxford G. 
Now altho' to ſhew the Inconſequence of . — 
in 

Things to the Belief of Men, doth often more for — 
Conviction than what is barely neceſſary; That, for 
Inſtance, to ſbe more abundantly to the Heirs of Promiſe ned 6. 17. 
the Immutability of his Counſel , be confirm d His Word 
by His Oath; that by two. immutable Things, either of 
which had been a ſufficient 7 of their Hopes and 
Confidence, they might have a Hrang Conſolation; That 
again, tho' the Miracles related by the Evangeliſts do 
abundantly confirm our Lord's Divine Commiſſion and 
Authority: Let St John hath inform d us, that infinite ly jh. 21. 25. 
more of his mighty Works were omitted than recorded by 
Him; ſo few of which therefore being capable of obtain - 
ing the general End of all, the endleſs Variety had, accord - 
ding to the aforeſaid Objection, been inconſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of their Author. I ſay, altho this general Re- 
ply to our Ad verſaries be ſufficient; yet, that this Diſcourſe 
may the more fully anſwer its Deſign, 4 ſhall not content 
my ſelf with it; but according to the propos d Method, 
ſhall proceed to give an Account of the Degree of Iuſpi- 
ration vouchſaf d to the Hiſtorians of the New Teſtament, 
In delivering of which I ſhall chooſe to govern wy ſelf 
by the clear Intimations or expreſs Authority of 7 6 mp 
whence, I think, theſe two Propoſitions are fairly de- 
ducible, A 1 17 o 138119 04413 VIOWR - 


* 


the Hiſtorians of the New / Teſtament what they had learns 
by their Senſes, as to make the Information of Theſe uſelaſs. 


Seo; Thar de Si and Eerie did ga 
this Caſe ſuperſede the Neceſſity of a Divine Alliſtance. . 


Firs, The Holy Ghoſt did not ſo far diſcover to the 
torians of the New Teſtament. what they had learnt by) 
their Senſes, as to make the.-Informition of Theſe uſe : 
Had the Authority of what the Apoſtles deliver'd been 
ſo far grounded on their Inſſ piration, as to render all a4 
8 | 1. courſe 
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trance of his firſt Epiſtle ; That which we have heard, 


for an Apoſtle? Why did he eſteem ſuch alone proper 
and out among them, beginning at the Baptiſm of Fohn, till 


dates for the Apoſtolate, who had enjoy d a three - years 


mony than either of Cæpbas or John, even by the great 
Aucher 


Job. 1. 26, and of their own Senſe and Memories. ben the Com- 
Jt OE forter ( ſays he) is come, whom 7 will ſend unto you from 


 Wineſs, becanſe Ne have been with me from the „ oma 
In which Words, our Lord, immediately after his Pror 
of the Holy Ghoſt to his Apoſtles, mentions their Atten- 


CO — en oo, ET oo ee Ei wy 
7 — 


vond all Contradiction, that che Information they had re- 


4 dn preuth d before © | 
courſe to their Memories and Experience in the Proof of 


it needleſs, it were Impoſſible to account for that reiterar- 
ed Appeal, which St 7ohn makes to his Senſes in the En- 


( ſays he) which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which we 
have look't upon, and our Fland's have handled of the Word 
of Life. That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we 
unto Ton. | 

Had the Infallibility of the Apoſtles, in publiſhing the 
Life and Actions of our Saviour, entirely rely'd upon the 
ſuggeſtion of the Holy Ghoſt, and not in a great meaſure W 
upon the Teſtimony of their Senſes; why did St Peter ac- 
count a conſtant attendance upon our Saviour, from his 
Baptiſm till his Aſcenſion, a neceſſary Qualification 


to ſucceed Judas, and atteſt our Lord's Reſwrrefiom, who 
had accompany d the Apoſtles all the Time that He went in 


the ſame day that Hle was taken up from them ? What con- 
ceiveable reaſon is there, why ſuch alone were fit Candi- $7! 


Converſation with our Lord ; except the peculiar Advan- 
tage they had of W their Eyes and Ears, what 
the Apoſtles were to teach all Nations? e 

But what I contend for is confirm d by a higher Teſti- 


and Finiſher of our Faith; Who, in one of his laſt 
Diſcourſes to his Apoſtles, refolves their Authority into 
the joint Teſtimony of the Ho Ghof? ſpeaking in them , 


the Father, He ſhall teftify of me; and Te allo ſhall bear 


romiſe 


dance on Him during his Prophetick Office, as qualifying 
them to propagate the Goſpel; and thereby. thewn be- 


ceiv d, during that Period in a Human way, would * 
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be ſuperſeded by the Light and Power they ſhould be en- 
. t fan n gl IG * 

St Paul indeed, who had no Tntercourſe with our Sa- 
viour in the days of his Fleſh; who was an Unbeliever 
and Perſecutor of the Church long after his Aſcenſion ; 

e, that His Authority might not be inferior to That of 

e chiefeſt Apoſtles, had, as appears from many Paſlages | 
of his Epiſtles, eſpecially of that to the Galatians, a Par- gala. . 
icular Revelation of the whole Goſpel to him; ſuch an 11,12. 
one as deſcended to the minuteſt Occurrences that are re- 


giſtred by the Evangeliſts. 


But becauſe the Goſpel was thus communicated to an 
\ poſtle born out of due time, none can infer it to have 
been imparted the ſame way to the early and conſtant. 
ompanions of our Lord, in whoſe immediate Hearing 
nd Preſence, he utter'd all his Diſcourſes and perform'd 
11s Miracles. | | | . 
Thus it undeniably appears, that the Aſſiſtance vouch- 
f'd by the Holy Ghoſt to the Hiſtorians of the New Te- 
tament did not make uſeleſs the Information they re- 


Secondly, It is equally evident, that their Senſe and Ex- 
derience did not in this Caſe ſuperſede the Neceſſity of a 
Divine Aſſiſtance. For 5 | 2 
I/. This was neceſſary to 8 their Memories 
hat they might faithfully retain what they had ſeen and 
zeard. If we conſider the great Variety of things record- . 
d by the Evangeliſts; and among Thele eſpecially the nu- 
nerous Diſcourſes of our Saviour, of which many were 
leliver'd long before his Death, tho never till his Aſoen- 
on underſtood by his Hearers, nor yet committed to Writ 
ng fo ſoon; If we make theſe Reflections upon the Evan - 
and their Hiſtories, without ſuppoſing their Me- 
ories to have been ſupernaturally refreſh d, we may juſt- 
ſuſpect the Truth and Exactneſs of their. Relations. 
And conſidering, what a ſevere Peruſal their Goſpels 
nderwent at their firſt Publication, with what Care they 
ere compar'd with each other by Men of the greate 
ubtilty, the ſame Aſſiſtance was requiſite, not only Yo 
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they ſhonld forg rget and omit oe moſt deſerv'd t their No- 
tice flo v are but leſt any Diſagreement between 
their four Narratives ſhould furniſh matter of Cavil and 


Triumph to the Diſputer of rbis Morla. \ 
And that This is no ai ; ITY Arg ument "for the 
Proof of the Propofition m upon, a we. from tlie Ex- 


Job, 14 26, preſs Promiſe of on our Saviour; The Comforter ( ſays he) IA, 
wy is the 1 77 Got, He "ſhall reach you all 7 hs and c 
— 4 things io your Remimbrance , , 7 e. my Sermoris 
Parables and Predictions; which nothin if than” chis 
e Influence could have made portable to your Me- 

SAL D215 210 

zal. If we compare the Brevity of che Four Golpels, 
and that immenſe varjety of Matter, with which our Sa- 
viour's Life furniſh'd the Evangeliſts ; we may infer, that 
they were guided by the Holy Ghoſt, in the CiSibe of ſuch 
Particulars as would. be the moſt proper and uſefull Sub- 
jets of their Hiſtories ; nothing lefs than the Tmmediate 
Direction of the Bleflzd Spirit cou'd warrant their Silence 
OS our Saviour did or taught! in che Capacity off 
Meltiah. . | 

All His Miracles had one gen eneral Ai, vis; The Con- 
victton of Mankind; In all his Publick Diſcourſes, he 
ſpake with the Authority of a Prophet : And how cou'd 
Their Unaſhiſted Reaſon affure chem, that they might in- 
nocentiy omit any Thing He perform'd' with That Inter: 
ton, or utter d under This Character? 

"Since, cherefore, a compleat Hiſtory of his Life and Mi. 
niſtry would have far exceeded in len ch che Preſent Ac. 
counts of it, (to ilfuſtrare which, St Joby: tells us, chat 7h: 

Joh. 21. 25, World. it 47 would not contain 4 Nene of the 1 
racles He had pafgd over in Silence; ] che actual Cotidus 

. c che Holy 0 0 was neceſlary borh to 19 22 their 

erous Ot ffibns, and to red them how to give U 

the Beſt and moſt Inſtrudtive Specimens of what He did 
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only one dark Corner — 71 the World, and thereby the Ad- 
vautages of the | 


confin d to the ſame Narrow Encloſure. . e. 
4th. Inſtance. of the neceſſity of the Holy Ghoſt's 
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diſcern the OA Wong of our Tm 's Lite and Actions 
to the Types and Characters of the Meſſiah in the Old 
Teſtament; which they could not have done by'the Dintfam 
of their own Obſervation. + of Sits 
Tas requiſite that theſe Types ex and Charakters ſhould 
be 8 with ſome Mixture 8 in order 
to their mpletion. Had their Accompliſhment in our 


fruſtrated; the Eyangeliſts had; dddreſed chemſelves tal 


pich 


ewiſh and Chriſtian Revelation had been atio 
ng 


Aſfiſtance to the. Eya ngeliſts Was, his enabling them” to 4 


A 


2 


ol 


711 


Saviour been ſo conſpi picuous, as to bear down the Preju- Parr 


dices of the Jews by it's overpowering Evidence, and irre- 
ſiltibly to ok 63 1 


Hart in the reading of the Old Teflament; I ſay, had 
"6 'Betrayers and Crucifyers, of our Lord thus kr own 


tain'd their Natural Freedom o 


ah 13.47%. . and Reaſon to uppoſe, th ag they would ee 


'd thern in mning um. 
. „. reaſon of this then, Obſcurity, Inſpiration 


hot more requiſite to recor 9 at fir 
an to expound chem w yo d; to:ſhew how 


Re acoder op Lat 


91.91 9 


brd 3 eig re 


x or. by | 295 25 Lot. St, 

_ buy ent, ; Who in the lags E lee 3 aſcribes ta che 

Gree. in . Ho, GhoFt his 2 uratual Ihings with Spiritual, 

* N. Revelations of Feſtament wth Thol of the 
EW... : -. | 

To iNuſtrate and * this by. one ſignal 1 

Job. 12. 12. When our Lord had one his an into Jerunſalm I 
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Ives toll. _ the Univerſity of Oxford, Gr. F 
the Ag-Fvith all the Ceremony that had been uſual at the 11 

d been ration of the Jewiſh Kings; His Followers never, till che 
Reception of the Holy Ghoſt, diſcover'd the meaning of 

his Solemnity, or its moſt exact and circumſtantial cor- 
eſpondence to a Prediction in the Old Teſtament. 7heſe;.1, 5 ,. 
bmes, ſays St. Jabn, umatr food not his Diſciples at the Joh. 12. 16. 
; but when Jeſus was Glorif/ a, (which had both an 
mmediate and Cauſal Connexion with the Deſcent of the 

oly Ghoſt, ) then remembred they that theſe things were 

written of Flim, and that they had done theſe things unto 


N. ; * 
Admitting therefore that the Evangeliſts, with an un- 
parallel d Degree of Retention, could have recorded all the 
Paſſages of our Saviour's Life, —-_ ſtrength of their 
dwn Obſervation; yet had the Uninſpir'd, their 
oſpels had been moſt Unedifying and Imperfect, thro' 
eir Ignorance that many Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
. im any reference to their Maſter, and were fulfill'd 
in Him. | 0-058 p iin 


And what upon this ſuppoſition had yet further un- 
-:-.. 2 {ualifyd them to give any tolerable account of Him, was, 
jonMNecir groſs Miſunderſtanding of other Predictions, which 
hey with truth expected Him to accompliſ n. | 
o the Spirit of God in the Old Teſtament td | 
pletion i clearly the Sufferings ¶ Chrif?, as the Glory that ſhould think 53: 
3 . reg Beſeriptions of the latter: 
hear re. theſe being full of Alluſion to the Grandeur and 
+ of che agnificence of Karthly Kingdoms, led that whole Peo- | 
Paulin into a Miſtake, ( Which not One of our Lord's aa 1. . 
| Grin iſeiples was exempted,) that be Kingdom of Chriſt, ſo 
ta cha agnify d in the Prophetick Stile, was to be a Temporal 
uffn ne; no other than the Kingdom of his Royal An- 
of the tor David reſtord and enlarg c. 
No the Evangeliſts were not only incapable of gi- 
ſtance ng any rational Acgout of the Goſpel, but even of 
aſalem | ilding. an hearty unteign'd Aſſent to it, till they were 
with cu 'd from this Error; till m Holy Ghoſt had open'd 
oo Pe | 4 a | ther 


; 


Ul 


1 Oxford, Ge. Mp 
nns the Baptifh, ſome Flias, aud. 16. 
 athers Jeremias, or One of the Prophets. Js a 16 


A. e compare the unparallel d Sufferings which 
attended the firſt Publication of aur Faith, with chat fear- 
irreſolute Temper which the Preachers of it betray d 
e ea Tenn 
not . upported | wou 
=o abandon d the Tomb of the Goſpel, and thro' 
Cowardice have either ＋ you ar miſrepreſented ii. 
In the Concluſions of all the Bvangeliſts, they are fer 
farth to V under the meaneſt and moſt abjeRt Impreſſions 
of Fear; which yet after a ſhort interval, in ſome of the 
to 2 firſt Chapters of the As, they appear to bave entirel 
e of diſmiſe d, and to have exchang'd for the moſt Heroi 
ain d Firmneſs, the moſt Chriſtian Refolution. And into what 
Quſe we ought to reſalve this ſudden and wonderfull - 
ange in the Conduct of theſe Men, we may learn from 
their Unanimous Prayer and the Succeſs of it, recorded in 
the fourth Chapter of the At: Aud now, Lord, be- ag. (. 29, 
Sala ther T breatnings ; & grant aur Thy Servants, thit 


: 


| with all bolgnefs they may ſpeak Thy Word. And where v. 3. 
eity "oy het proſe, 2 ws een ker thiy were 1 
embled ; and they were all fill d with the Ghoſt, 


and ſpoke the Word with beliefs; which had they not 
been animated to by theMivine Spirit, they had pro 
coneeal'd, or u ly publiſh'd it with too 
Caution and Reſervednep, : 
And if at any time a tao tender. 
tempe-them io 


eee 
; iſobey the Gentle Motions of the Spirit, it 
1s reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Impulſes and Inſtigatiors 
of it became more Violent; that it's Foree and Efficacy 
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» 
4 2. * 
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icle, I upon their Pens and Tonzues became Itreſiſtible. 
hole . That this Almighty Agent will not allow the Perſans 


He actuates and enlightros, to preſerve themſelves from 

Shame and Danger by reſiſting His Impalſes and ſtiffi ; 

His Gifis; appears from the 20 b. Chapter of Jeremiab, Jer. 10.2.9. 
Where the Prophet thus: ſpeaks of himſelf; * —*9 
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. ada 2 them, that it was Lawfull for them 
employ their Pens in the Converſion of Jew and Gentile; 
and in enabling them to repreſent to Both; the exact Ac. 


. » prom op and encouraging them-to deliver . Meſ⸗ 
Lage; 
Ain. deſpire of all * was eicher Pleaſant or Terrible in 


chat Divine perſon, and, 1 che Language of 


4 . er «Wy 

Werd of the Land was made a Reproach unto me, and 

eriſion daily : I ſaid, I will not make mevtion of Him, 
* ſpeak, any more in his Name. But his Word was m 
my Heart'as a  Fite' ſhut up in my Bones , and 7 
Was weary with forbearing, and I could not Fay. 
The ordinary Influences of the Holy Ghoſt may in 
be fruſtrated by ſuch as receive Them, becauſe they aim 
only at Their ibn Benefit; and may therefore be with- 
Held to their ſingle Diſadvantage: Bot the Divine Good- 
neſs will not ſuffer Us to think, that they who are the Le hr 
f the World may ſtifle the Extraordinary Illuminations 
vouchſaf d Them, or may perverſly/ withſtand he Mo- 
tions, upon their compliance with which the greateſt and 
moſt univerſal Happineſs of others depends. 
The Supernatural Affiſtance therefore vouehſaf d to che 
Hiſtorians of the New Teſtament, conſiſted in ſtre 
ing and refreſhing their Memories, and ſelecting out of 
the Infinity of our Saviour's Miracles and-Diſcourſes, ſuch 
as they ſhould molt uſefully tranſmit to Future Ages; in 


equally to 


indeed 


compliſhment of the Fern Prophecies in the Life and 
Actions of our Lord; and particularly, to reconcile many 
of them with the Spiritual Nature of his Kingdom; and 
even in making known to them the General Subject 55 all 
the Goſpels) His very Nature and Meſſiah-ſhip: laſtly , 


Occaſion requit d, eonſtraining them to it, 


Nature. 00} bas agel din wel 8 Net, re nee 
- Now if the Holy Choſt was ſo far eongen's in the 
Compoſition of hls ſacred Writings, certainly'to'treat 
them with Railery and Contempt is virtua = revile 
ent, to 
e Gage wot dan. DE WU ods Trl ONS. 2 


«.) : .»{ Nh there can ſcarce hos Aut 4 mere hard) mas d 
"Ser — 0 40 WT 4” th 
WIS * 


ö 


125 "the | Univerſeyef, Orford, Se. | 
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rought by 


roll, was Men's aſcribi ;" 76h 
py 1959 Ghoſt 8. 805 the Po "ot. Ma 
his was an Aggravation of rate ragkeſi 
noſt obſtinate Infidelity :.. From Aer it Wl * — * 
raordinary, advanc d Guilt, as to ſtand ſingly excepted in 
Dur Loud Gebert KA of Indemnity, the Goſpel of Peace. 
And if Unbelief, any otherwiſe circumſtantiated than 
n che Cafe of the Bla phemous Phariſees, can be thought 
0 be the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; certainly it becomes 
uch by an Infidels attributing the Scriptures, given by In- 
piration, do Eathuſiaſm and Impoſture © 6 * 
In che former "Cafe, Men revile and reſiſt the 1 


pirit, as Manifeſting Himſelf in his ſupernatural 
Posse, la Diſeaſes; oy 3 . 

21 likes In the latter, th er e 

mually Miractlots Gifts o biber, ich 8055 th 

from One and the ſame Spirit; moſt ot all of which 

ere employ d in the Compolure of the Sacted Wri 

7 coo how neceſſarily the Litter Inftanke 

Condem pt ſuppoſes and Wolves in it the Form 

ance the Authority of all Inſpir d Perſons "Was. —— 

their Own or Other Perſons Miracles; and. wichall re- 
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